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Fig. 2. Foundation of Structure A, South area. Fig. 3. Fragments of Villanovan pottery.

Fig. 1. Plan of the excavation at Campo della Fiera 
(campaign of 2008; S. Moretti Giani). 
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Introduction

Excavations were initiated in 2000 on the Campo della Fiera at Orvieto to explore the hypoth-
esis that the ‘Fair Grounds’ outside the Etruscan city known as Volsinii (Velzna in the Etruscan 
language) were the site of the Fanum Voltumnae, the federal sanctuary of the Etruscans, where the 
delegates of the 12 Etruscan peoples were known to hold their reunions. Fairs and markets, sport-
ing competitions and theatrical performances took place during these meetings alongside political 
activities.1 Since the name of the Etruscan city closest to the federal sanctuary is never mentioned, 
the exact location of the Fanum Voltumnae has been sought for a long time, with several localities 
proposed. The hypothesis that prefers Orvieto is based on literary and epigraphic evidence as well 
as topography. The site close to the town that is best for assemblies and related performances is 
the broad, flat area called Campo della Fiera just west of the plateau of Orvieto. Indeed, in historic 
times it was the traditional site of periodic fairs and cattle markets over many centuries. The site 
is well placed as a central meeting spot, since roads from the Tiber valley, the Tyrrhenian Sea and 
from the area of Chiusi converge here. Further, excavations here at the end of the 19th c. yielded 
architectural terracottas, now in Berlin. This report incorporates some of the latest results, along-
side references to past discoveries. It provides further evidence of ritual at Etruscan sanctuaries. 

South area

In the South area (fig. 1), the zone in the excavation with the highest elevation, attention turned 
to Structure A, a large foundation lying for the most part under a high embankment.2 On the N 
side two courses of blocks of volcanic tufo were brought to light,3 beneath a course that had already 
emerged in 2006 (fig. 2). The stones are all lined up as headers, with the exception of one at the NW 
corner. In the lowest course, the blocks alternate with spaces filled with tufarina. The same building 
technique is used on the W side, where the highest course has the rough dressing of a foundation 
leveling course, confirming that the surviving part of the monument was an imposing substruc-
ture, erected on a sloping terrain. 

Packed against the foundation were strata of clay alternating with tufarina. The few fragments of 
pottery found indicate a long use of the area. Fragments of Villanovan impasto (fig. 3) represent the 
oldest evidence yet found at Campo della Fiera. Also recovered was a fragment of an architectural 
plaque with a rider on horseback (fig. 4) of the ‘first phase’ of Etruscan architectural terracottas; it 
may be added to the scraps found in other sectors of the excavation.4 Next to the NW corner of the 
foundation is an alignment of irregular blocks of volcanic stone, following the slope, on a NE-SW 
orientation (fig. 5). Adhering to this wall were the remains of a mandible and cranium apparently 
belonging to destroyed burials.5 At the NW corner of the trench, opened in 2008, there is a second 

1 Livy 4.23.5, 4.25.7-8, 4.61.2, 5.1, 5.6-10 and 6.2.2.
2 Stopponi 2007, 500, fig. 39. The investigations in the South area have been guided by C. Bizzarri. 
3 Editors’ note: The term tufo in Italian refers to volcanic rock and corresponds to the English word ‘tuff’, 

which is used to designate consolidated pyroclastic rock: see R. L. Banks and A. Jackson (edd.), Diction-
ary of geological terms (3rd edn.; Garden City, NY 1984) 539, s.v. ‘tuff.’ We thank J. Berry for assistance 
with this definition. In Etruscan archaeology this type of rock is frequently but wrongly called ‘tufa’; 
thus to avoid confusion the Italian word is retained here. Closely related is the term tufarina, which refers 
to a man-made building material created by breaking up tufo of an inferior grade and compacting it for 
flooring or wall construction.

4 Stopponi 2006; ead. 2007, 496, fig. 6. 
5 These were probably destroyed when the foundation was constructed, but at present nothing proves 

the existence of burials in the South area. The cranial bones were submitted for radiocarbon analysis at 
the Centro di Documentazione e Diagnostica of Lecce. The calibrated dates are 750-680 B.C. with 15.6% 
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Fig. 6. Stone fountain, South area. 

Fig. 4. Terracotta plaque of the ‘first phase’. 

Fig. 5. Wall of irregular blocks of stone, South area.

Fig. 7. Paved road (‘via sacra’).

Fig. 8. Trench dug in the W sidewalk of the paved road.

wall parallel to this one. Along with a circular fountain (fig. 6) and the enclosure that flanks it on 
two sides (found in 2006),6 the foundation is part of a complex that has so far yielded nothing later 
than black-gloss pottery. It deserves further excavation, but in order to reveal the monuments fully 
additional funding is needed to acquire the relevant land.

probability, 670-640 B.C. with 4.3% probability, and 600-390 B.C. with 75.6% probability.
6 Stopponi 2007, 501, figs. 40-42. 
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Area of San Pietro in Vetere (NE section)

Away from the South area, in the mediaeval church of San Pietro in Vetere (fig. 1), recognized 
in the past as the site of continued sacred activity at Campo della Fiera, a probe carried out in 2008 
confirmed the presence of buildings that were obliterated by the mediaeval ecclesiastical complex.7 
A structure of brick, to which belongs a mosaic with black and white tesserae,8 has its S wall set 
on a wall of opus reticulatum. A second reticulatum wall was found on the north, parallel to the first. 
The reticulatum structure may perhaps belong to a Roman domus, over which was set a hall with 
the mosaic pavement. 

Central zone

The discoveries of the greatest significance were made in the central zone of the excavation. 
They are particularly relevant for the Republican and Imperial periods. The levels thus far exca-
vated contain Roman-period ceramics, diagnostic sigillata wares (both Italian and African) and 
amphoras; the numerous artifacts from preceding periods are to be considered residual. Only a 
little of the earlier stratigraphy remains here. 

The paved road 

The large paved road that runs 
through the center of the excavation area 
(figs. 1 and 7) may be considered the ‘via 
sacra’ of the Etruscan sanctuary. Almost 
completely exposed, it has a slope of 
c.2%, diminishing toward the south and 
increasing toward the north.9 The S seg-
ment is more imposing: the tract reaches 
a width of c.7 m and is flanked by a side-
walk of small cobblestones. On the W 
sidewalk, which is of a consistent width 
(1.0-1.1 m) and covered by a stratum 
containing black-gloss pottery, a deep 
sounding yielded fragments of Etruscan overpainted ware (fig. 8). Below this was a sandy stratum 
containing only fragments of black bucchero datable to the 5th c. B.C.,10 covering what appears to 
be an older street underlying the final phase of the road. In 2008 the E sidewalk (w. 1.40-1.50 m) 
was brought to light, bordered by some stone blocks (fig. 9). The stratigraphy to its east has been 
disturbed by numerous late burials, in one case by a jumbled deposit of c.10 individuals (no bones 
were still articulated). The level upon which the human remains were lying has not yet been exca-
vated, but an artificial cut was made to verify the nature of a structure made of tufo blocks that 
had been identified in 2006 following the cutting of a drainage trench.11 This structure, uniformly 

7 The church was investigated by F. Satolli (2007). The investigation in 2008 was conducted by S. Pompili. 
The study of the mediaeval structures has been entrusted to D. Leone of the Università di Foggia. 

8 Stopponi 2007, 501, figs. 45-46; Satolli 2007, 246-49, figs. 18-21. 
9 The road is under study by M. Cruciani. The part of the excavation area farthest to the north remains to 

be investigated. Geophysical study by P. Boila indicates that the road continues under the ground north 
of the excavated area. After the campaign of 2006, it seemed that there were two different methods of 
paving (Stopponi 2007, 500, figs. 35-36), but it is now evident that the road is paved in a consistent man-
ner but with a line of pavers of greater dimensions at its center. G. Poli (Dipartimento di Scienze della 
Terra dell’Università di Perugia) and S. Paris will study the lithotypes used both in this road and in the 
one that connected Orvieto with Bolsena (see Stopponi 2007, 495-96, fig. 5). 

10 F. Bellagamba is engaged in a study of the bucchero. 
11 On that occasion fragments of an Etruscan red-figure kylix were found (see F. Gilotta, “Chiusi e il 

Fig. 9. E sidewalk of the paved road.
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Fig. 10. Walls of the structure to the east of the paved road. 

Fig. 11. Amphora à la brosse.

Fig. 12. Exedras placed over the roadway.

Fig. 13. Altar.

Fig. 14. Fragments of statuary in marble.

razed to the same depth (fig. 10), forms a corner outside which was a consistent packing of small 
stones and tufo fragments and chips identified as a preparation for a floor. This packing contained 
an amphora decorated à la brosse and comparable to type Agora 1502 (second half of the 6th c. B.C.) 
(fig. 11).12 At present it is still not possible to determine the nature of the large tufo structure. 

Clusium Group. Un nuovo documento dagli scavi di Orvieto,” Opuscula Romana 2010 [Swedish Insti-
tute, forthcoming]).

12 Sparkes and Talcott 1970, 341, no. 1502, pl. 64. On the ‘Ionic’ or ‘Attic’ identification of the amphora à la 
brosse, see Martelli Cristofani 1978, 166 n.53, concerning an amphora from the necropolis of Palazzone, 
Perugia.
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The E part of the flagstone pavement of the road was interrupted by a Roman wall in reticula-
tum that runs for more than 70 m (fig. 7 and fig. 17, no. 1) and of which some elements suggest a 
Late Republican date.13 To the north, the reticulate wall borders a bath complex that underwent 
many phases of restructuring and was in part built over the paved road when it was no longer 
in use (fig. 12).14 The long wall was partly destroyed by burials of the 6th-7th c. A.D. dug into the 
earth, which signal the beginning of the use of part of the area as a necropolis. Two burials yielded 
bone combs with dentition on two sides and small iron nails similar to those found in tombs of the 
Longobard period.15 

In the central part of the road (but not running its full length), a thick hard stratum containing 
iron scoriae covered the paving stones and created a narrower surface that was intentionally raised 
to bring the street up to the same level as the parts of the reticulate wall and the bath building that 
would still have been visible.16 To the west, the paved roadway was obliterated by a chaotic mass 
of block fragments that were originally squared or shaped with moldings, including two altars 
with an inverted echinus molding (‘Etruscan round’).17 One of the altars, featuring a cushion shape 
surmounted by a low rectangular block (fig. 13), has a form and dimensions similar to one in the 
Cannicella sanctuary.18 Also recovered were statuary fragments (a hand and a leg) in what seems to 
be Parian marble (fig. 14). Part of a large leonine protome can be attributed to a water-spout similar 
to (but larger than) one found in the fountain in the South area.19 Also present were serpentine cippi, 
with and without lightning bolts,20 and an angular architectural element of basalt, with a torus ter-
minating in a protome of a ram (it lacks part of the muzzle), its wool indicated by little circles with a 
dot in the center (fig. 15); the eyes were of a different material, to judge by the one surviving cavity 
for inlay. On both faces an incised line sets off the torus from the part that would have been hidden 
by the superposition of other blocks. It is comparable to examples from Cannicella, now divided 
between the Florence Archaeological Museum and the Schlossmuseum in Mannheim;21 the eyes 

13 In 2006 the reticulate wall appeared to have been constructed along the E margin of the road (Stopponi 
2007, 500, fig. 36), but in fact it cuts the road, using some of the paving stones as a foundation. It should 
be noted that two cubilia in the wall are fragments of (probably Parian) marble sculpture. One is difficult 
to identify; the other could be a fragment of a fluted louterion stand. 

14 Stopponi 2007, 501. S. Simonetti is currently studying the structures in reticulatum and the bath complex. 
15 Parallels exist, e.g., in Paroli 1996, pls. 50-51b (Gualdo Tadino), 54b (Pettinara, Casale Lozzi), fig. 24 (Fiu-

minata, loc. Laverino), fig. 38 (Nocera Umbra, Piazza Medaglie d’Oro) and figs. 45-46, 56-57, 59, 62, 66 
(Pettinara, Casale Lozzi). 

16 The hardened calcareous quality of the stratum and its reddish color, which has left traces on the pav-
ing stones beneath, are due to the presence of iron scoriae, some of large size. For Roman roads it has 
been conjectured that iron scoriae were used as a binding agent (so-called ‘metalling’: Margary 1955, 
vol. 1, 15; vol. 2, 230-31). A level with analogous hardness and composition was found under the paving 
stones of the Roman road investigated at Campo della Fiera, loc. Gabelletta, by the Soprintendenza per 
i Beni Archeologici dell’Umbia (Bruschetti 1999). According to the geologist P. Boila, the hardness of the 
stratum, created artificially (as is shown by the disposition and size of the clastic material), results from 
cementation caused by the infiltration of water facilitated by the sandy matrix of the stratum. The stra-
tum, which was not found in the S sector, was seemingly created on the N side to level the slope of the 
road there. 

17 Editors’ note: The prevalent molding in Etruscan architecture is an element, called an ‘Etruscan round’ in 
English, that ranges from a full half-round to a quarter-round or oval. The Italian nomenclature ranges 
from toro to cuscino or echino (echinus). For a discussion of the Etruscan round, its history and distribu-
tion, see Shoe Meritt and Edlund-Berry 2000.

18 Roncalli 1994, 103-8, pl. 7. The altar of Campo della Fiera lacks the recessions in the base that characterize 
the altar from Cannicella. 

19 Stopponi 2007, 501, fig. 42. 
20 Some are noted in Colonna 2007, 117-18. 
21 See Stopponi 1993, 25-26 for discussion of the slabs and altars with protomai at the angles that have 

dimensions smaller than those of the lion and the ram of the necropolis of Crocefisso di Castro, recognized 
as elements of the crowning of a large tomba a casa (Moretti Sgubini and De Lucia Brolli 2003, 377-79). 
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of the Florence protome, which survive, are 
in a different material, the muzzle is more 
softly modeled, and the fold under the eye-
lid is molded, whereas on our new piece it 
is rendered with an incision. 

This stratum covered isolated blocks lodged in the paving or resting upon it (fig. 16); they were 
probably bases for altars or statues. Finally, tombs a cassone with one or more bodies, dating to the 
High Mediaeval period, were set over the road-bed.22 

The sacred enclosure

In 2008, attention turned to the area delimited by the wall of the sacred precinct (fig. 17, hatched 
line). The new discoveries are often difficult to interpret because of continuous modifications to the 
site, and it will not be possible to offer a comprehensive, coherent picture until the various sound-
ings have been joined. The irregular course of the wall, following a rough U-shape around the 
sacred area, was confirmed.23 It changes direction often and shows substantial reworking in differ-
ent construction techniques. Its E section (running N-S), erected in different techniques of opera a 
scacchiera (‘checkerboard’),24 runs for over 30 m, up to a block that may perhaps be interpreted as a 
threshold to the sacred area (it was subsequently obliterated by a reworking of the wall). The wall 
then bends northwest for c.11 m, before joining the N stretch of the precinct wall. In this section 
on its E surface, between large vertical blocks (diatonoi), the wall has some fairly regular rhomboid 
elements arranged in irregular oblique lines, recalling opus incertum (fig. 18). 

The temple in the enclosure

It had been hypothesized that the small temple set at the center of the precinct (figs. 17 and 
19) was oriented toward the west (i.e., toward the paved road connecting Orvieto with Bolsena25), 
but the discovery in 2007 of two altars east of the building indicates that, at least in the phase that 
has survived, the temple was oriented east-southeast (actually 5° south of E-W).26 The temple was 

22 The calibrated radiocarbon dates indicate a chronology between the 8th and 10th c. A.D.
23 Stopponi 2007, 496.
24 Ead. 2006a. C. Giontella is studying the variants of opera a scacchiera.
25 Stopponi 2007, 498-99, figs. 24-28 and 30. 
26 The declination is so slight that it is possible that the temple was perfectly oriented E-W, but further 

study of the astronomical data is needed. It is impossible to excavate the W end of the building because it 

Fig. 15. Stone ram protome.

Fig. 16. Bases for altars or statues found along the road.

Fig. 18. Detail of the wall of the precinct.
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constructed with blocks of tufo preserved for at least three courses on the N side. The opus signinum 
(or decorated caementicium) floor can be dated to c.50-25 B.C.27 Gaps in the pavement point to the 

has been destroyed by the road that leads to some of the modern buildings. Nonetheless, the temple may 
have been rebuilt and its orientation reversed. Etruscan sacred buildings are normally turned toward the 
south; a SE orientation is less common (e.g., the temple of Cannicella at Orvieto). During the Etrusco-
Roman period, changes may have occurred in the conception of celestial space and consequently in the 
orientation of temples (Prayon 1997, 360-67). 

27 Stopponi 2007, 498-99, figs. 26-27. Because the pavement was not excavated, the dating is based on 

Fig. 17.  Plan of the central sector at Campo della Fiera (S. Moretti Giani). 
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Fig. 19. Aerial view of  temple and other features in 
the center of the precinct.

Fig. 20. Detail of foundation of the temple. 

Fig. 21. Lane along the S side of the 
temple. 
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presence in the foundation of at least one dividing partition. The fill of the W room (defined by the 
partition and the W perimeter wall) produced fragments of a disc-type acroterion28 and pottery 
earlier than the 4th c. B.C. A deep probe along the S side of the temple intersected strata containing 
black-gloss pottery at the level of the rough dressing of the foundations (fig. 20). The building was 
probably erected between the 4th and 3rd c. B.C. and was repaved in the Late Republican or Early 
Augustan period. 

At a distance of c.1 m from the S flank of the podium, a paved lane, c.1.40 m wide (fig. 21), 
was covered by strata containing Italian sigillata. The only evidence for its dating derives from a 
fragment of black-gloss lodged firmly between the paving stones. There was also a lane along the 
N flank of the podium, at a distance of c.0.60 m, but only a modest segment remains since it was 
broken by the installation of a channel. 

Excavation continued in the sector east of the building, where the E end of the temple and of 
the structure (stairs or ramp?) leading up to the level of the pavement in the temple’s interior had 
all been stripped away. Here we lifted an unusual block with rounded edges, lying upside-down.29 
Its upper face contains small holes of various shapes and sizes, in some of which there remain 
traces of bronze (figs. 22-23). Some of the holes are set in pairs at regular intervals, but others do 

technical and stylistic factors (Giontella 2009). 
28 Stopponi 2007, 498.
29 Ibid. 499, fig. 29. The drawing of the block was made by G. Montali of the Università di Macerata, whom 

I thank warmly.

Fig. 23. Drawing of molded block in fig. 22 
(G. Montali).

Fig. 22. Molded block with small holes.
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not follow the same pattern. Perhaps they were meant to support small bronze statues or possibly 
other bronze objects.

On axis with each of the two long walls of the temple were two cylindrical supports in leucitite, 
evidently for columnar elements. On top of the S cylindrical support (fig. 17, no. 2) stands an Ionic 
base in trachyte, similar to the Attic type, having two smooth tori of equal diameter separated by 
a shallow groove (fig. 24). At the center of the N cylindrical support (fig. 17, no. 3) is a perfora-
tion for the placement of a pin. It would seem obvious to attribute these pieces to the columns 
of the temple. But if this is the case, there is a problem involving the hypothetical reconstruction 
of the building. Since the temple’s pavement in caementicium is at 8.30 m below datum, while the 
rough-dressed level of the substructure of the columns is at 9.30 m below, as are the bases of other 
structures and several segments of ground level east of the temple, these column elements did not 
originally rise on the temple podium but were set noticeably lower. Perhaps they should be attrib-
uted to another monument, or they may belong to a restructuring of the complex. 

The donarium and the altar

To the east of the two column supports, 6 m from the podium, a rectangular monument made 
of trachyte (fig. 17, no. 4 and fig. 25) has the same orientation as the temple and lies on its axis.30 
The platform measures c.3.10 x 2.80 m at the base. It is at the same level as the rough dressing of 
the bases of the cylindrical supports.31 The monument was altered a number of times, the last when 

30 Although Etruscan altars of the Etrusco-Roman period were oriented independently of temples (Prayon 
1997, 367), in this case the two structures have an identical orientation, toward the east (the direction in 
which the priest looked: Vitr. 4.9.1). On the orientation of Etruscan altars, see Menichelli 2009.

31 The altar is being studied by A. Frascarelli, who reported on it in January 2009 at the Annual Meeting 

Fig. 24. Column base.

Fig. 25. Monument in trachyte.

Fig. 26.  Guidelines for resting surface of the 
inverted cushion-shaped block.
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the cushion-shaped block on the top was inverted and rotated by 90°. Its original position is indi-
cated by guide-lines cut into the blocks (fig. 26). The lines make it possible to identify the block’s 
original position on the N side since the area outlined (140 x 98 cm) coincides with the dimensions 
of the block. A second, slightly smaller block, now missing, must also have covered the S portion. 
The blocks of the platform vary in dimensions. The four on the corners are cut in an L-shape. All 
the platform blocks are connected with the plinth by means of a low cavetto molding. There are 
6 blocks in the plinth, each bearing a small torus over which there is a low ledge. These elements 
enclose squared blocks of tufo that constitute the nucleus of the structure. The monument has sub-
sided toward the center of the E side, causing separation of the joints and soil infiltration. The S and 
W sides were reinforced with filler made of tile fragments. A rectangular cut on the block at the NE 
corner of the upper course is perhaps the result of damage during construction.

The monumental altar is of the type with a rectangular plan and molded profile.32 The hypothet-
ical reconstruction favors the ‘hourglass’ type, with an echinus or Etruscan round base-molding 
topped by a crown of an inverted echinus and abacus. The type is seen on a well-known stele from 
Marzabotto.33 Its overall form and moldings also display an affinity with the rectangular peperino 
altar, found along with another U-shaped altar (ad antas type), at Ardea, loc. Le Salzare–Fosso 
dell’Incastro.34 The two altars have been compared by F. Di Mario with Altar XII at Lavinium, 
which is dated to the middle of the 4th c. B.C.,35 and with the peperino altars at Sant’Omobono in 
Rome. Those are attributed to the phase of restructuring by Camillus after the taking of Veii.36 Di 
Mario therefore dates the Ardea altars to the 4th-3rd c. B.C.37 Our altar, though of a different type, 
has moldings similar to those of the Lavinium altars ad antas VII, XI and XII,38 and to those of the 
altars, again ad antas, from Sant’Omobono, except that at Campo della Fiera there is a plinth instead 
of the lower torus.39 Of particular interest for Volsinii are comparisons with the monuments of 
the ‘Triumphal’ sanctuary of Fortuna and Mater Matuta at Sant’Omobono. The two altars and 
the circular donarium between them relate not to the phase of Camillus but the second Republican 
phase with paving slabs of Monteverde tufo,40 well-dated by the dedicatory inscription of Fulvius 
Flaccus.41 These comparisons place our altar around the mid-3rd c. B.C. Nevertheless, a small tufa-
rina stratigraphic layer corresponding with the platform, which lies south of the monument and 
beneath the ground level, has yielded only grey bucchero amongst its latest artifacts. Thus, the 
altar could still be dated to the 4th c. B.C., but it would be more tempting to think that Fulvius Flac-
cus, the conqueror of Orvieto in 264 B.C., could have been the one who commissioned the monu-
ment. If this date is correct, the trachyte base of the S column (fig. 17, no. 2) and the orthostats on 

of the Archaeological Institute of America. The measurements are based on the Roman foot of 29.4 cm, 
which is used on some altars at Lavinium (Castagnoli et al. 1975, 90). The base of the altar would measure 
10.5 x 9.5 Roman feet, with a possible deviation of 1.9 cm. 

32 See Comella 2005, 168, nos. 4 (Pieve a Socana), 5 (Vulci, Fontanile di Legnisina), and 6 (Tarquinia, 
Ara della Regina). The rectangular type is, along with the ad antas type, the most commonly attested 
(Menichelli 2009, 109, fig. 12). 

33 Shoe Meritt and Edlund-Berry 2000, 76-78, fig. 11, pl. 22.3; Rask, this volume p. 109, fig. 15. On the conti-
nuity of the Etruscan round, see Edlund-Berry 2008.

34 Di Mario 2007, 81-86, figs. 38-39 and 42-43. The altar measures 3.20 x 1.85 m and is oriented E/NE-W/SW. 
In the sacred area between the two temples were found an altar ad antas (4.20 x 2.28 m, oriented E/SE-
W/NW) and the one with rectangular plan featuring moldings analogous to those of the two altars. 

35 Castagnoli et al. 1975, 4 (F. Castagnoli); the platform built in the mid-4th c. B.C. included Altars XI and 
XII (Shoe Meritt and Edlund-Berry 2000, 103, pl. 34.1-2). 

36 Di Mario 2007, 82-83.
37 Ibid. 85.
38 Castagnoli 1959, fig. 3; Shoe Meritt and Edlund-Berry 2000, 100, pl. 63.1-3.
39 Shoe Meritt and Edlund-Berry 2000, 103, pl. 24.1-2.
40 Coarelli 1988, 213.
41 Torelli, 1968, 71-76; id. 1973. 



S. Stopponi28

the east end of the N side of the temple42 could be related to the restructuring of this part of the 
sacred area, coeval with the building of the altar. 

A graphic reconstruction and petrographic analysis43 may suggest that the upper stone of the 
altar is the same stone with holes for the insertion of bronze adornments that was found east of the 
temple; a tentative reconstruction limited to the two ‘cushions’ of the altar supports this hypothesis 
(fig. 27). Rather than an altar, the monument could then be a table for supporting bronze donations 
(i.e., a donarium). This idea is supported by the fact that a short distance away (to the southeast of 
this monument, but not on axis with the temple) stood a monolithic tufo altar with a nearly squared 
base, inverted echinus, and a fascia with cavetto surmounted by an abacus (fig. 28).44 It is difficult 
to date this altar but it ought to be prior to the trachyte donarium. While the presence of the plinth 
and abacus are normal (these are found, for example, in altars at Tarquinia and Fiesole45), it is not 
easy to find precise comparisons for the moldings of the body. 

42 Stopponi 2007, 499, fig. 25.
43 G. Montali is working on a graphic reconstruction of the monument; petrographical analysis will be car-

ried out by S. Paris.
44 H. 76 cm; base 87 x 84 cm. For the monolithic type with squared base, see Menichelli 2009, 110. 
45 Shoe Meritt and Edlund-Berry 2000, 104-6, figs. 24-25, pls. 27.6 and 29.2.

Fig. 27. Reconstruction of the two cushions of the trachyte monument (G. Montali). 

Fig. 28.  Altar and cover of the thesaurus, photo and drawing 
(G. Montali).

Fig. 29. Thesaurus next to the altar. 
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The thesaurus (repository for coins)

West of this altar was a leucitite block (fig. 28), almost squared, with a hole passing through 
the center.46 At the time of discovery it was thought to be for chthonic offerings. In 2008 it was 
identified as the cover (lacking a locking system) of an intact thesaurus, which contained 214 coins 
(fig. 29). The container, of the same material, is conical on the exterior.47 In order to construct it, the 
tufarina south of the trachyte monument was cut into. A further 6 coins were intentionally inserted 
under the W side of the cover. The remaining 214, found in the cavity, are stuck together and are 
for the most part illegible.48 The deposit is mostly made up of Roman Republican asses of sextantal-
uncial weight. Struck throughout the 2nd c. B.C., they remained in circulation into the 1st c. B.C. 
Fragments of carbon and, in some cases, burnt bones and leaves are attached to many of the coins. 
The other identifiable Republican coins are two denarii of 58 and 39 B.C. The first, an issue of the 
aediles M. Aemilius Scaurus and P. Plautius Hypsaeus, refers to the submission of the Nabataean 
king Aretas. The second was issued by Octavian’s mobile military mint. There are also 10 bronzes 
of Octavian, datable to 38 B.C.49 The deposit contained c.20 Augustan asses, which seem to come 
exclusively from the top and may constitute a second offering. These coins, which include 5 of the 6 
inserted under the cover, are of the various series bearing the names of the IIIviri monetales between 
16 and 6 B.C. The specimens so far identified come from the first two series dated 16-15 B.C. The III-
viri represented in 16 B.C. are C. Asinius Gallus, C. Cassius Celer and C. Gallius Lupercus; in 15 B.C. 
they are Cn. Piso Cn.f., L. Naevius Surdinus and C. Plotius Rufus. The latest of these coins is an as 
of the IIIvir M. Maecilius Tullus, dated to 7 B.C. It seems possible to argue that the coins were depos-
ited in the thesaurus at two distinct moments. The first probably accompanied a sacrifice. The coins 
datable to 39 and 38 B.C. date the first deposit, while the Augustan coins form a second deposit and 
indicate the final use of the thesaurus. This monumental stone thesaurus appears to belong to a tradi-
tion attested from the second half of the 2nd c. B.C., when coins replaced other type of offerings.50

The level from 9.25 to 9.35 m below datum relates to the underlying supports of the columns, 
the altars, the base of the cover of the thesaurus, the lanes beside the temple, and other remains 
belonging to a ground level surface of tufarina and flat slabs in the same zone. This level could 
indicate the surface, which was in use from the 3rd c. B.C. down to at least 7 B.C., the end date of 
the coins. This complex of monuments (temple, columns, altars, thesaurus) is paralleled in Area A 
at Ardea,51 where in front of the Temple A52 is a pavement, at the margins of which a peperino altar 
and a ‘false well’ interpreted as a thesaurus are aligned.53 

East of the trachyte donarium and around the tufo altar were burnt strata containing minute fau-
nal remains and fragments of Italian sigillata.54 These strata extended almost to the top of the tufo 
altar, partially obscuring the cover of the thesaurus (fig. 30). The accumulated burnt levels around 
the monolithic altar prove its sacrificial function. In the lowest stratum, where excavation is ongo-
ing, there are sherds of black-gloss and thin-walled ware but no sigillata. Inside the foot of a grey 
bucchero cup was scratched, from right to left, the word apas, “of the father”, i.e., Tinia (fig. 31), 

46 The block is 18-22 cm high and 57 cm wide. The hole measures 6.5 x 5 cm. 
47 Ext. diam. 41 cm; int. diam. 30 cm; int. depth 20 cm. 
48 The coins, conserved in part by N. Bruni and A. Riva, will be published by S. Ranucci.
49 Crawford 1974, 535, no. 535/1. 
50 Torelli 2005. For thesauri in Italy, see Crawford 2003.
51 Di Mario 2007, 59-91.
52 For this temple “un capovolgimento del suo orientamento” has been hypothesized for the 2nd c. B.C. 

(ibid. 69). A not dissimilar situation may have occurred at Campo della Fiera (cf. supra n.26).
53 Ibid. 65 and 72. 
54 The calibrated dating, carried out by the Centro di documentazione e diagnostica of Lecce, of the osteo-

logical remains in the upper strata is as follows: Find no. 1 (US 786) is dated to 180 B.C.–A.D. 60, with 
95.4% probability; Find no. 2 (US 831) is dated to 210 B.C.–A.D. 50, with 94.1% probability.
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Fig. 30. Burnt layers over the thesaurus.

Fig. 31. Fragment of grey ware with the inscription apas 
(drawing by C. Giontella).

Fig. 32. Terracotta gorgoneion.

Fig. 33. Terracotta lateral acroterion. 

Fig. 34. Terracotta antepagmentum with figured relief. Fig. 35. Mold for a female head. 
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leaving no doubt about its significance.55 The letters are 1.1-1.2 cm high; the transverse bar of the 
two alphas slopes downward to the left, and the sigma is oriented to the left, as it is from the Late 
Archaic period.56 The type of bucchero, the form of the cup, and the paleography suggest a date at 
the end of the 5th c. B.C. 

Zone adjoining the altars

In a nearby sector, separated from the area of the tufo altar by Roman walls (see below), Etrus-
can architectural terracottas were found in the Roman strata. A terracotta gorgoneion replicates one 
from the Belvedere temple of Orvieto (fig. 32). The dimensions are smaller,57 but the stylistic details 
are identical. Our example is smoothly finished at the bottom, where traces of red paint survive. 
At the base on the back a break occurs where a terminal tile was attached.58 The top ends in a 
wave-pattern characteristic of the pedimental simas, decorated with two opposing bands of lilies, 
previously found at Campo della Fiera and at the Belvedere temple.59 Its original placement may 
be compared with that of the gorgoneion on the pedimental sima from Castiglion Fiorentino;60 it is 
being studied by F. Roncalli.61 Another fragment is a lateral acroterion representing a ketos (fig. 33); 
a protome with cresting and a serpent-like snout survives.62 The piece has holes for menisci and a 
vertical support on the back, and it was probably made in one piece with the sima. A third piece 
is part of a plaque used as a facing (antepagmentum) for the end of a roof-beam, either of a mutule 
or a columen (fig. 34). It shows the foot of a male figure turned toward the right, preceded by an 
upright vertical element and followed by an animal hoof. Nearby was found the mold of a female 
head (fig. 35) in clay not very different from that used for the local architectural terracottas. The 
classical elements recall works of S Italy and Sicily; in particular, the serene composure of the face, 
the line of the nose, the rounded chin and the treatment of the hair recall the female heads from 
the metopes of Temple E at Selinunte, consistent with what is known of ‘classicism’ at Orvieto.63 

This sector of the sanctuary was substantially reworked in the Roman phase. The S wall of the 
temple was extended by two reticulate walls (fig. 17, nos. 6-7) that encase the base of the S column 
(fig. 17, no. 2; fig. 36). The first of these walls is 9.30 m below datum, cutting into a stratum con-
taining Italian sigillata on the S side and leaving the column base mostly free. It should probably 
be linked with another stretch, parallel to the precinct wall, where the remains of red plaster are 
preserved. The second wall, with cubilia of larger size, was placed over the first one, completely 
encasing the S column base and abutting the precinct wall. On the opposite side, beginning at the 
E end of the N side of the temple (where the trachyte orthostats stood), another reticulate wall (of 
which few traces remain) ran obliquely SW-NE across the precinct. The reticulate walls delimited 
the zone in front of the temple and reduced the breadth of the sacred area while emphasizing its 
importance. It was in this sector that the cult continued in the Roman period, despite the fact that 
in the South area there is nothing datable later than black-gloss pottery.64 

55 For the occurrences of apas in sanctuaries, see Bonamici 1987, 275-79, no. 2; Colonna 1987, 326 no. 96.
56 Maggiani 2003, 373.
57 Belvedere: h. (at the upper margin, between the serpents) 26, w. of mouth 7.9, w. of eye 4.7. Campo della 

Fiera: h. 16, w. of mouth 5.5, w. of eye 3.9 (all in cm).
58 The gorgoneion from the Belvedere is also finished and painted at the bottom, and it has the attachment 

for a terminal tile and of a handle on the back: Roncalli 1980, 81, fig. 2.
59 Stopponi 2002, 241-42; ead. 2006, 216, fig. 20.17, with bibliography.
60 Paoli 1995, 39 and 56, n.21 dated to “fine V-inizi IV secolo a.C.” (39) or “inizi IV secolo a.C.” (56); Zamar-

chi Grassi, Paoli and Scarpellini 2006, 146, figs. 14.10 and 16-17, assigned to “attorno alla metà del IV 
secolo a.C.”

61 On the gorgoneia of the Belvedere and Cannicella, see Bellelli 2003, 391-92, figs. 7-8.
62 On the frequency at Orvieto of Meermischwesen, see Stopponi 2002, 240-42, figs. 11-13.
63 De Miro 1985, 232, fig. 267.
64 For the saucer with graffito found there, see Stopponi 2007, 502, figs. 51-52.
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Need a better image

Fig. 36. Walls in opus reticulatum. 

Fig. 37. Column base and quadrangular structure. 

Fig. 39. Bases for small bronze statuettes. 

Fig. 38. Filling of the quadrangular structure, view during excavation. 
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The quadrangular structure

Inside this reduced area stood a rectangular 
structure (fig. 17, no. 8), to the west of which 
a trachyte column base (fig. 37) was set on an 
irregularly-smoothed basalt drum. The base is 
not quite on axis with the N wall of the temple, 
and its level is considerably higher than that 
of the other two column supports. Its function 
and associations are therefore not yet clear. 
The quadrangular structure (figs. 37-38) was 
built of tufo blocks and covered on the W side 
with a reticulate facing. Except for those on the 
E side, the other blocks show oblique cuttings 
converging toward each other in a V-shape, 
possibly for the insertion of a wooden cov-
ering. The interior of the structure was filled 
with earth; the highest levels contained sigillata 
chiara, sometimes intact forms (e.g., a cup type 
that appeared throughout the Mediterranean 
in the 2nd c. A.D.).65 Italian sigillata and coins 
dating after 211 B.C. and a denarius of Augustus appeared in the lower levels, as well as blocks with 
moldings (fig. 38). The lowest levels yielded only fragments of or intact Attic vases and black-gloss 
pottery.66 There were numerous bases and small supports for bronze statuettes in basalt and tra-
chyte (fig. 39). Some were nearly cube-shaped and of quite small dimensions,67 while others were 
larger and of higher quality, with a hawk’s-beak cornice, torus and abacus at the top. The sequence 
of moldings is analogous with the crowning moldings of tombs at Crocefisso del Tufo and on slabs 
attributed to the facing of the podium of the Belvedere temple.68 Almost all preserve the remains of 
lead that bound the tenons of the statuettes into the base through the holes on the top surface. One 
small base is of particular interest (fig. 40). It has a parallelepiped form with 8 holes on the upper 
face. Seven of the holes are arranged in a U-shape around the eighth in the center. In three of the 
holes the original bronze statuettes are still firmly in place. Two of them, on the left side, are in the 
pose of an adorans. The position of the hands, the garments with lightly-indicated transverse folds, 
and a certain volumetric quality of the heads are all features seen in examples from Vetulonia, 
assigned by M. Bentz to a period from the late 5th to the first half of the 4th c. B.C.69 These bronzes 
have been reconsidered by M. Cygielman, who attributes their provenience to the building with 
a square plan in the area of the so-called small temple of the Via dei Sepolcri, and dates them to 
the 4th c. B.C.70 Perhaps they could be assigned to an even later date. The third figure in the cen-
ter of the base is completely wrapped in a mantle, which covers the right arm held tightly to the 
breast; the hair is indicated by irregular lines of incision.71 The whole seems to represent 7 figures 
in prayer around a figure of archaizing style perhaps reproducing a male Archaic statue present 

65 Atlante 1, 27 (Lamboglia form 2a=Hayes 9A pl. 14.10).
66 Excavation encountered sterile soil beginning at 9.70 m below datum, corresponding to the depth of the 

sounding carried out along the S side of the temple.
67 E.g., h. 3.8, base 5.5 x 5.4; h. 3.6, base 5.2 x 5.8 (all in cm); for similar examples from Sovana, see Bentz 

1992, 27-28, n.4, pl. 5.16-17. 
68 Stopponi 2002, 238-39, fig. 7, with previous bibliography. 
69 Bentz 1992, 84-88, nos. 12.4-5, pl. 23, 113-14.
70 Cygielman 2005, 323, pls. 2g and 3a. 
71 The base measures h. 7.5, w. 10.5, d. 8.5 (all in cm). The two praying figures are 4.9 and 5.0 cm high, and 

the central bronze is 5.3 cm high. 

Fig. 40. Base with three small bronze statuettes. 
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Fig. 45. Pit with marble bust. 

Fig. 41. Oinochoe shaped like a head of Dionysos. 

Fig. 42. Rhyton in the shape of a ram’s head. 

Fig. 43. Oinochoe in overpainted ware.

Fig. 44. Terracotta statuette of a female divinity. 
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in the sanctuary. The 2000 or so statues of bronze plundered by the Romans at Orvieto (Pliny, NH 
34.34) were not all 3 feet tall, as is shown by the variety of sizes of the holes on the circular donarium 
and on the donarium with inscription at Sant’Omobono in Rome (assuming the statues were not 
re-cast).72 

From the same structure (fig. 17, no. 8) come fragments of c.19 different Attic kylikes and a mold-
ed oinochoe in the shape of the head of a diademed and bearded Dionysos (fig. 41). Attributable to 
Group G, London Class, of the end of the 6th c. B.C., it is very similar to an example from Vulci 
in the Museum of Compiègne, though the diadems are decorated differently.73 Many fragments 
of Attic vases found in the precinct bear the image of Dionysos and his companions, suggesting a 
cult in his honor.74 To the same Dionysiac ambiance belongs a black gloss rhyton with the head of 
a ram (fig. 42),75 in a beige paste, overpainted with white. A rhyton with a ram’s head from Capua 
was placed in his series 9422 by J.-P. Morel,76 who accepted the hypothesis of the first publisher of 
the vase that it was of Apulian or perhaps Attic manufacture of the 5th-4th c. B.C.77 The shape of 
that cup, the position of the handle and the snout of the animal differ, however, from the Campo 
della Fiera vase, which does not seem attributable to a S Italian or Attic manufacture, and even the 
color of the paste does not match. Perhaps of Apulian or Campanian origin is an oinochoe with an 
ovoid grooved body, a female head at the attachment of the handle to the rim, and an olive branch 
overpainted in white, set off by a thin band of red, on the shoulder (fig. 43); it is datable to the later 
4th c. B.C. Many objects from the quadrangular structure and the precinct as a whole have feminine 
connotations, including an inscribed loom weight78 and figurines of the ‘Tanagra’ type, along with 
a terracotta statuette of a goddess on a throne of an Ionicizing style (fig. 44), similar to examples 
from Gravisca.79 

In the campaign of 2008, an outstanding find emerged: an imperial portrait bust was found in 
a pit cut into a stratum containing African sigillata. The head was carefully laid on a stone bearing 
the traces of painted plaster, as if it were a cushion. The molded base touched the N column sup-
port (fig. 17, no 3), evidently no longer then visible, although perhaps there were still remains of a 
column above. The portrait (fig. 45) will be published by F. Coarelli, who has tentatively identified 
it as the emperor Geta (d. 211 A.D.). Perhaps its deposition may be related to the damnatio memoriae 
carried out against Geta by his brother Caracalla. 

The area of Campo della Fiera has even yielded remains from the Constantinian era, such as a 
coin of Divus Constantius that recalls the well-known Spello decree from that period and the exis-
tence of a place where the Praetores Etruriae were active.80 The structural remains were covered by a 
stratum containing late African sigillata, signaling the abandonment of the zone probably after the 

72 Torelli 1968, 73. The bases from Campo della Fiera need not all have been for statues of divinities and, 
as is shown by the surviving bronze statuettes, may have supported figures of dedicants and worship-
pers. Similarly, those of the donarium of Fulvius Flaccus were not just images of the gods (Torelli 1968, 
74, n.24).

73 Beazley 1929, 49, n.15 (Compiègne, Musée Vivenel 873 = Beazley 1963, 1534, 23). Very similar also is the 
vase no. 14, fig. 5, listed among the oinochoai but actually a kantharos. The oenochoe, missing its neck and 
handle, has a max. h. of 13.3 cm. C. Bizzarri is studying the Attic ceramics from Campo della Fiera.

74 The presence of ‘head vases’ in the sanctuaries of Etruria has been linked, in the case of the feminine 
heads, to female divinities: Maggiani 1997, 49-50.

75 On the connection of rhyta to the cult of Dionysos, see Hoffman 1997, 10-12. 
76 Morel 1981, 437, type 9422a, pl. 218.
77 Mingazzini 1958, pl. 19.6. Some Tarentine rhyta with ram’s head might be attributed to Attic manufac-

ture: Hoffman 1966, 33.
78 Stopponi 2007, 502, fig. 50.
79 The statuettes from Gravisca have been judged as “attribuibile ad una fabbrica o a un tipo greco-orientale 

largamente attestato tanto in ambito ionico quanto in quello greco/greco-coloniale”: Fortunelli 2001, 128, 
fig. 175. 

80 Torelli 1985. 
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Fig. 46. Statue base.

Fig. 47.  Resting surface of the base of fig. 46. 

Fig. 48. Dedicatory inscription (apograph by author). 
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Edict of Thessalonica (380), which brought an end to pagan cults. With the new Christian epoch, 
burials were required to take place outside the old pagan precinct. 
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Appendix: an inscribed base 
Inside the quadrangular structure close to the E wall of the temenos (figs. 17 no. 8 and 37-38), which has 

yielded bases of varying sizes with fittings on the upper face still filled with lead (figs. 39-40), one base of nota-
ble size bore an inscription (figs. 46-48).81 It is a single trachyte block (h. 83.7 cm, w. 51.5 at the base, max. d. 40; 
w. 30.7 at the top, d. 39.3 cm at the top), resting on a plinth (h. 12.5 cm). The body (h. 55.5 cm) swells at the base 
and tapers toward the top. From the bottom the cornice is articulated with a hawk’s beak, then a torus, and 
above that a tapered abacus.82 A cavity (w. 4, l. 4.3 cm) for a lead dowel is present on the upper surface, which 
is missing part of the right rear corner.83 The lead is shaped like an inverted U; in its straight segments, two 
iron pins are still attached. The shape of the lead suggests that a bronze standing figure (feet side by side) was 
attached, bound directly into the lead without its own base.84 The only damage to the block is on the back.85 
The walls are smoothed, but the right side displays marks caused by random blows of a pointed instrument. 
The excellent preservation of the lower corners and resting surface, as well as the absence of wear, seems to 
indicate that the base had been kept in a covered area. The profiles of the body and of the moldings are simi-
lar to those of the small base found in the quadrangular structure (fig. 39). Typologically the monument can 
be compared to the altar shown on a painted Caeretan plaque of the Campana series, now in the Louvre and 
dated 530-520 B.C., which comes from the Banditaccia necropolis, if one omits the three upper courses, which 
replicate the moldings on the three courses below them (fig. 49).86 On the base is an inscription with ductus 
running from right to left on two lines (fig. 48). The first line runs on two sides of the abacus, the second on 
the two corresponding sides of the highest part of the body. The placement of the inscription is neater on the 
crowning band than on the body, where it descends obliquely toward the left. The reading of the letters is 
clear. The height of the letters is on average 2 cm, although it varies from 3.4 for sigma to 2.8 for epsilon to 2.4 for 
a figure-8 sign and 1.8 for a theta. Rendered in scriptio continua, the writing is Archaic of Orvietan type.87 The 
alpha has a vertical stroke steadily curving downward in the direction of writing. The tau, in three out of four 
occurrences, has the crossbar sloping at the top of the vertical stroke; in one case it cuts through the stroke. The 
nasals all have a long initial vertical stroke. Theta has an oval shape, with no interior point. Rho appears with 

81 The base was restored by N. Bruni and A. Riva, collaborators of B. Bruni. 
82 In the cornice some irregularities may be noted: on the front face the hawk’s beak is 1.9 high on the right 

and 1.7 on the left; the torus measures 6.8 at the right and 6.3 at the left; the abacus measures 5.7 at the 
right and 6.7 at the left. Similarly, on the face on the left side, the plinth is higher on the right and lower 
on the left (all figures in cm). 

83 The surface measures 29.8 x 38.7 cm. The cavity is placed 20.5 from the front, 14 from the back, 13 from 
the left side and 12.5 from the right (all figures in cm). 

84 The dimensions of the base suggest a statue height of at least 40 cm. 
85 On the back, the plinth is missing at the base, the body is cracked and a small part of the torus is missing. 
86 Roncalli 1965, 18-19 and 93, pl. 3. 
87 Maggiani 2003.
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a short vertical stroke and a triangular loop, as well 
as with no vertical stroke and an arc-shaped loop (in 
one case the curving line does not close to meet the 
vertical stroke). Chi has a slight indication of a ver-
tical stroke at the bottom. Sigma has three bars that 
meet at angles and is always written retrograde in 
respect to the other letters. The sound /f/ is expressed 
by a figure 8.88 Ypsilon, in 7 out of 8 occurrences, has 
a V-shape. The paleography indicates a date in the 
last quarter of the 6th c. B.C. and confirms the depen-
dence of Orvietan epigraphy on that of the second 
Caeretan phase, transmitted through Vulci.89 

The two lines of the inscription are part of a sin-
gle statement. The first line is composed of 7 words 
that take up the front and left sides of the band on 
the cornice:

 kanuta larecenas laute/niθa aranθia pinies puia turuce
kanuta is a feminine name in the nominative. The 
occlusive velar with kappa is a positional variant 
before the phoneme /a/ according to the southern sys-
tem90 and is known at Orvieto in the Archaic period 
(e.g., ET Vs 1.165: mi aviles katacinas). The gentilicial 
canutnal (ET Cl. 1.597: [ḷ]eθ̣ari canutṇa/l) appears on 
a tile from Chiusi of the Hellenistic period. It is pos-
sible to reconstruct the series *kanute> *kanute-na> 
*canutna (fem. canutnei). An inscription of possession 

on a cup of the Oscan group from Saticula dated to the end of the 4th c. B.C., kanuties sim (ST CM 24), provides 
the genitive of the corresponding unique masculine name with the Italic suffix -io-91 and makes it likely that 
the woman was of Italic origin. 
larecenas is the same nomen as that of a family with a tomb at Crocifisso del Tufo at the end of the 6th c. B.C. 
(ET Vs 1.51: mi larisa larecenas k-). This gentilicial is documented again in this necropolis in the contemporary 
variant laricenas of a different branch of the gens,92 known also in later times. 
lauteniθa is the first evidence of the vocalized Archaic form with the feminine suffix -θa of lautniθa/lautnita. 
In the formula kanuta larecenas lauteniθa, the sequence praenomen + gentilicial of the patronus + appelative93 is 
identical to that present in the Hellenistic period in many inscriptions of Chiusi and some of Perugia (e.g., ET 
Cl 1.314: θana: pump/naś: lautni/θa). 
aranθia is Archaic genitive of the masculine praenomen Aranθ, known at Orvieto from inscriptions of the Cro-
cifisso del Tufo, including [mi ar]anθia laricenas velχaes (ET Vs 1.14), and from the cippus of larθ cupures aranθia 
(ET Vs 1.113). 
pinies is genitive of the masculine nomen Pinie, the same as that of the gens that owned the Tomba Giglioli at 
Tarquinia (ET Ta 1.20-24, 26), now attested in the Archaic period as well. 
puia is clear in the reading and meaning of the word (“wife”).
turuce is a verb of dedication in Archaic form. At Orvieto turuce is used in the dedication of larθ paiθunas prezu 
(ET Vs 3.4).

The inscription on the abacus may be read thus: 
Kanuta, freedwoman of the gens Larecena, wife of Aranθ Pinie, dedicated ... 

The second part of the inscription contains the indication of the recipient of the offering. Composed of three 
words, it is introduced by the preterit active turuce, which, used in inscriptions of dedication to a divinity,94 

88 For its adoption at Orvieto at the beginning of the last quarter of the 6th c. B.C., see Maggiani 2003, 375. 
89 Maggiani 2003, 376-77, with references. 
90 Rix 1984, 213.
91 Lejeune 1976, 26, no. 276; Morandi 1974, 393, no. 3. On the integration of Italic names into Etruscan ono-

mastics before the 6th c. B.C., see Meiser 2009, 152.
92 Morandi Tarabella 2004, 273. 
93 Rix 1984, 237. On the derivation of lautn (family) from Indo-European, see Meiser 2009, 155-56. 
94 Schirmer (1993, 39-40) notes that tur(u)ce is employed in the case of votive bronzes, and he underlines 

Fig. 49. ‘Campana’ terracotta plaque with youth at an altar 
(Paris, Musée du Louvre; after A. Pfiffig, Religio etrusca 
[Graz 1975] 72, fig. 19).
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takes the place of the older muluvanice.95 With this verb the name of the recipient is expressed in the genitive, 
meaning “to declare the property of ... ”.96 The last three letters are inscribed on the left face of the base: 

tlusχval marveθul faliaθ/ere
tlusχval may be analyzed as tlus-χva-l, just like the forms in the genitive avil-χva-l (ET Cr 4.5), cilθ-cva-l (ET 
LL VII.3), luθ-cva-l.97 The unattested root form *tlus- is followed by the plural form -χva-,98 which has been 
referred to inanimate ‘things’.99 To this is joined the morpheme of the second genitive.100 The sequence plural 
+ genitive follows the normal pattern.101 Because tlusc and tluscva are attested on the Piacenza liver,102 it is 
possible to recognize the same theonym in tlusχval on the Campo della Fiera base, meaning “property of the 
Tlusχva divinities”. 
marveθul has the aspect of the second genitive from a base form *marveθ- with the addition of a vowel,103 
as in fuflunsul from fufluns and selvansel from selvans. It is possible to recognize the sequence: *marveθ (gen. 
marveθul)> *marueθ> *maruθ> *marut (gen. marutl).104 The genitive marutl is present in the inscription from 
Vulci on the cup by the Euaion Painter in Leiden from the middle of the 5th c. with representations of a Diony-
sian cortège (ET Vc 0.34; CIE 11077). There are three possible interpretations: this is 1) the name of a person or 
thing to connect with the theonym, 2) an adjective, to be considered a divine epithet, or 3) another theonym, a 
recipient of the offering, connected to the first by asyndeton. In my view the first interpretation is more prob-
able. Thus I propose “of the Tlusχva divinities of the marveθ”.
faliaθere is comparable to the Neo-Etruscan faluθras from Tarquinia (ET Ta 1.164) and above all to falaθres on 
a cippus from Settecamini (ET Vs 1.176: tr: falaθres:),105 a nearby locality overlooking Campo della Fiera from 
the southeast. What distinguishes the Archaic form from the later one is the presence of the i after the liquid. It 
may be hypothesized that the i indicates the phonetic nature of the consonant that precedes it, as in the well-
known cases of tinia/tina and clinar/cliniiaras. This would then be a case of palatalizing a liquid. 
For the analysis of the word, the evidence seems to indicate a relationship between the root faliaθe-/ falaθ(e)- 
and the gloss of Festus (78 L): a falado, quod apud etruscos significant coelum.106 It would remain to explain the 
expansion in -re (Archaic faliaθere; later falaθres) and in -ra (later faluθras). I leave the problem to the linguists. 
Nonetheless, the context of the inscription, in which the word faliaθere is not in agreement with what precedes 
it, may suggest that this term constitutes a locative (from -ra + i or even, with some difficulty, from -re + i). I 
would not exclude (though I am unable to demonstrate) a substantive adjective that would translate as some-
thing like “in the celestial (place)”. In that case, from it would result a precise statement of a topographical 
nature. It is also worth considering that, in the formulaic system of sacred dedications, the place of the dedica-
tion is generally declared at the end of the text, after the name of the divinity. 

Although the preceding discussion is speculative, it is necessary to emphasize the indisputable relation-
ship between the terms that constitute the point of departure (faliaθere and falaθres) because of the similarity 
of the forms and for the close proximity of the find spots. 

It is appropriate to pause on the three final words of the inscription. The word tlusχva in the plural appears 
three times among the theonyms of the Piacenza liver. Considered a hapax by G. Colonna, it was judged by 
him as “un epiteto ‘locale’ che non un vero teonimo” linked to the god Maris.107 The Campo della Fiera dedi-
cation would seem to restore dignity and individual personality to these divine beings, who are cited sepa-
rately two more times on the liver. 

the meaning of “dare sulla base di un voto” in a “rapporto di ordine personale del fedele con la ‘sua’ 
divinità”. 

95 According to Colonna (1989, 882), turuce/turce substitutes for muluvanice, “troppo legato alla pratica del 
dono aristocratico”. 

96 Rix 1984, 227.
97 For luθcval, see Agostiniani 2001, 134; luθcva: ET Ta 1.17. 
98 Rix 1984, 223. 
99 Agostiniani 1993, 34-37; id. 2001, 135. His opinion is shared by I.-X. Adiego (2006, 201; id. 2009). 
100 Agostiniani 2001, 135; cf. Adiego 2009, 38.
101 Agostiniani 1993, 33. 
102 Respectively in regions 33 and 40 and in region 12 of Maggiani 1982, pl. 14. 
103 Rix 1984, 225. 
104 For the transition from -ue- to –u-, cf. ulθe from velθe, see Rix 1963, 94, no. 120a. Cf. also, perhaps, curunas 

from kurvenaś: ET ad voc. 
105 In CIE 5076 it is stated that the cippus was carried to Florence in 1874. 
106 TLE 831. On the basis of the gloss, Pallottino (1984, 516) has assembled several lemmae: “*falat (fala(n)d-) 

‘coelum’; forse da ricollegare falau, falaś, (falś-ti, falza-θi)”. 
107 Colonna 1993, 128, no. 26.
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Following the numeration of the cells proposed by A. Maggiani,108 we find tluscv in region 12 on the 
peripheral border of the left lobe, tlusc in region 33 of the internal sequence,109 and tlusc in the region 40, 
between the vesica fellea and the caput iocineris.110 On the basis of the orientation proposed by Maggiani, with 
the beginning of the sequence of region 1 with tin/cilens, tluscv/tlusc appears on the border and in the ‘wheel’ 
of the pars hostilis, as well as in the central area dominated by maris in one of the regions of the right lobe 
reputed to be unfavorable.111 In the pair maris/tlusc(v), the second term would indicate chthonic divinities,112 
included in the third sector of the peripheral border (regions 9-12) with Fufluns and Selvans.113 

L. B. van der Meer follows the order of C. O. Thulin for the border regions, and that of Maggiani for the 
internal ones. For him it follows that in the peripheral border tluscv is in region 10 (=Maggiani 12).114 He 
also thinks the name is an abbreviation of ‘*Tluscva’.115 Since the word is plural, he considers erroneous the 
identification with Consus proposed by W. Deecke and Thulin. After advancing the hypothesis that “tlus- 
developed from th(u)lut-”, he proposes, on the basis of the regions of Martianus Capella, a comparison with 
Tellurus. He assigns to Tluscva the significance of “gods of the Earth, the terrestres” and hypothesizes that 
tlus- is a syncopated form of Tellus. Then he concludes that the Tluscva are of Italic origin and that they repre-
sent the masculine counterpart to Cel, female divinity of the earth.116 In regard to the divine masculine char-
acter, some observations must be made. The inscription from Campo della Fiera provides the earliest known 
appearance of the theonym in a votive inscription.117 A little later, the name is attested in inscriptions from 
Cerveteri; to these divinities were dedicated a cult and probably a temple, in the sanctuary of Sant’Antonio.118 
Maggiani thinks the Caeretan theonym may refer to female divine beings, on the basis of the association in 
a bothros of one of the inscriptions with a rich series of votives that affirm a female cult. This proposal could 
easily be applied at Campo della Fiera, since many items found within and near the quadrangular structure 
where the inscribed base stood have a female connection, like the terracotta statuette of a seated goddess dis-
cussed above (fig. 44), while others are related to the Dionysiac sphere (e.g., the head of Dionysos, fig. 41), for 
which the relevance of female figures is well-known.119 

The suffix -χva- might seem to pose an obstacle for a correct identification of the divinities, because 
L. Agostiniani has argued that the two suffixes of the plural in Etruscan are distinguished on the basis of 
animate/inanimate.120 The theonym Tlusχva would be characterized as “not animate”, which seems without 
doubt unusual for divine beings. This outcome could be justified by thinking of a process of transformation 
of an abstract concept, as conjectured, for example, in the Roman-Italic world for some divinities “correlate 
ad Afrodite”.121

If the genitive marveθul is linked to the family of nouns and verbs connected to the semantic sphere of 
the magistrates and magistracy of the maru, this word may be a qualification linked to the Tlusχva. Neither 

108 Maggiani 1981, pl. 39; id. 1982, 53-88, pl. 14. 
109 Region 35 for Colonna 1993, fig. 3. The numeration of Maggiani is utilized in ET Pa 4.2: 12. tluscv(), 33. 

tlusc (u-?-), 40. tlusc(u-?-) with the exchange of v for u, judged “frequente in epoca molto tarda” (Mag-
giani 1982, 57 n.19). 

110 The theonym is distinct from the neighboring mar and is not considered an epithet of the latter (Maggiani 
1982, 57 n.19). 

111 Ibid. 72 n.82 and 76. 
112 Ibid. 79.
113 Ibid. 65. Since the orientation of the liver is “regolata sul punto sud, individuato fra le regioni 8 e 9”(ibid. 

72), the Tlusχva divinities of region 12 are on the west. According to F. Prayon (1997, 364), there would be 
a link between the orientation of a building and the divinity of the liver placed at the opposite extremity 
of the axis. As far as the situation at Campo della Fiera goes, the small temple within the precinct — 
assuming that the present version repeats an earlier temple and the entrance has not been reversed — is 
oriented to the east. 

114 Thulin 1905-9; Van der Meer 1987, 13.
115 Van der Meer 1987, 70. Cf. Deecke 1880; Thulin 1905-9.
116 Van der Meer 1987, 70-71. For the Italic origin, see also 146. 
117 In fact, it is excluded from the list of divinities which appear in votive texts assembled by van der Meer 

(1987, 141). 
118 I thank A. Maggiani for allowing me to read his manuscript (prepared for the miscellany in honor of 

G. Colonna) on the new inscriptions from Caere and for discussing with me the theme of the divinities 
mentioned in the Campo della Fiera dedication. 

119 On the cult of Dionysos in Etruria, see Colonna 1991.
120 Agostiniani 1993 and 2001. 
121 Calderini 2001, 91-92. 
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Maggiani nor I.-X. Adiego in works on Etruscan magistracies take into account marutl122 of ET Vc 0.34, evi-
dently not thinking the word pertains to the family connected with maru. But perhaps a different explanation 
can be proposed. The Umbrian maro is normally compared to aedilis, for which connections to aedes, aedifi-
cium and aedificare are certain. One should not rule out that the Etruscan root could likewise be connected to 
either the action of erecting a building or to the building itself. The magistrate under discussion was active 
in a public and religious context, and from Umbrian texts one may deduce his authority as an aedilis in the 
creation of public works. This authority would have been relevant in an Etruscan context too, beyond the 
quaestor’s rôle posited in associations of Bacchants.123 Given that marveθul is in the genitive case, it could spec-
ify which divinities are referenced and indicate that the Tlusχva belong to a fixed seat or residence,124 hence 
“the Tlusχva of the seat/residence”.125 

The word faliaθere may be a locative, possibly meaning a “celestial (place)”. For the gloss of Festus cited 
above, R. Syme brought up the gentilicial of Lucius Falius Tinia, censor praetor bis quattuorvir of Hispellum,126 
recently identified in the first quattuorvir of the municipium and in the praetor ‘ad sacra’ of the Umbrian eth-
nic league with a seat in the Hispellan sanctuary of Villa Fidelia.127 The same root appears in the name of 
one of the 6 latest flamines minores (Varro, LL 7.45), the Falacer, related to a divinity about which very little is 
known.128

In short, Kanuta dedicated a bronze statue on this base in the sanctuary of Campo della Fiera. The base 
was buried along with smaller bases and other objects within the quadrangular structure, which was filled 
in successive phases. The pit seems to have been monumentalized with blocks of tufo and later ‘protected’ by 
a reticulate wall of the Imperial era.129 The Italic origin of the woman and the attribution to her of the term 
lauteniθa seems to designate her a member (familiaris) of the gens Larecena, probably a cliens, and not a slave 
or freedwoman (as was the meaning in the Hellenistic period). If the significance of lauteniθa (‘belonging to 
the family’130) is the same as that accepted in Neo-Etruscan — given the early date of the inscription and the 
context of the sanctuary131 — it provides an example of upward social mobility resulting from marriage to 
a free man. Among the motives for making an ex-voto dedication to the gods was liberation from a servile 
state.132 Thus Kanuta could have made her gift on the occasion of her liberation and marriage to Aranθ Pinie, 
when she was released from dependency upon the Larecena family. 

The husband’s family is also worth noting. In 1995 Colonna wrote “ ... di quante tombe importanti i titolari 
non sono altrimenti conosciuti? Basti pensare ai Pinie della tomba Giglioli ... ”.133 The Archaic inscription from 
Campo della Fiera appears to indicate the Orvietan origin of the Tarquinian family.134 

One should stress how exceptional is a prestigious votive gift offered in a sanctuary by a woman in the 
Archaic period. Very rare indeed are the epigraphic specimens of the Archaic and Late Archaic periods with 
the name of the dedicant + the verb of dedication + the designated god inscribed on an offering of distinction 
made by female subjects. Among inscriptions on vessels, noteworthy is one from the Veientine sanctuary of 
Menerva dating from the first half of the 6th c. B.C., with the verb muluvanice, dedicated by Venalia Slarinas (ET 
Ve 3.13);135 it is unusual for its formula with a prohibition against misappropriation. So too is an inscription on 

122 Maggiani, 1996; Adiego 2006. 
123 Cristofani 1984b, 130 and 133. 
124 A meaning of the type proposed for the small plaque from the Cannicella sanctuary: θval veal, “of the Vei 

who lives here” (Colonna 1984, 102). 
125 This approach could also explain the marutl of Vulci as “(vase) belonging to the seat/residence”. 
126 Syme 1967.
127 On Lucius Falius Tinia, see Sisani 2002.
128 Dumézil 2001, 105. The root is recognizable also in the name of Vespasian’s birthplace, Falacrinae, near 

Cittareale. The connection between falaθre, the name of the divus pater Falacer and the birthplace of Ves-
pasian was already in Schulze 1966, 356. 

129 Any attempt at a precise chronology is subject to changes inasmuch as the excavation is not completed. 
130 Colonna 1993, 131. 
131 In this case does lauteniθa have a different nuance, alluding to a type of ‘sacred’ dependency or servitude?
132 On the occasions of the vow, see van Straten 1981. 
133 Colonna 1993. 
134 For this gens, a form of kinship has been suggested with the personages of the cippus a casetta from 

Tarquinia (ET Ta 1.7) and with those of the two examples from Vulci, edited into one (ET Vc 1.101). 
Meanwhile, a member of the family of lower rank is connected with the inscription on a bronze strigil 
from Popolonia (Petru Pinies) (Maggiani 1992). See also Morandi Tarabella 2004, 378-79. 

135 For the onomastic formula, see Maras 2001, 267-69, n. 222, pl. 78, fig. 30. 

. . overdots
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a bronze lamina from Pyrgi, dating to the end of the 6th or beginning of the 5th c. B.C., and interpreted as the 
gift of an image of Thesan, which reveals that the dedicant is Θanaχvil Caθarnai (ET Cr 4.2).136 In both these 
examples the deities designated for the gift are female, as is also the case in our example, but the dedicants 
are indicated by the two-part formula, rendering the votive offering of Kanuta more unusual. Not only are 
we dealing with a woman who offered a bronze statue in a sanctuary in the Archaic period, but specifically a 
personage of lesser rank, if lauteniθa does refer to a slave/freedwoman. 

In conclusion, the meaning of the inscription seems to be:
Kanuta, freedwoman (?) of the gens Larecena, wife of Aranθ Pinie, gave to the Tlusχva of the 
Marveθ (of the seat/residence) in the Faliaθere/ Faliaθera [in the celestial (place)].

It is superfluous to underline the relevance of this document, both for its monumental aspect, which recalls 
the Roman plunder of bronze statues recorded by Pliny (NH 34.34) on the occasion of the taking of Velzna, 
and for its inscribed text, which supplements our knowledge of the Etruscan language and adds to the many 
testimonia yielded by the site of Campo della Fiera. Perhaps now we even know its Etruscan name. 

Abbreviations
CIE = Corpus inscriptionum etruscarum.
ET = H. Rix, Etruskische Texte (Tübingen 1991).
ST = H. Rix, Sabellische Texte (Heidelberg 2002).
TLE = M. Pallottino, Testimonia linguae etruscae (2nd edn.; Florence 1968).
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